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LIEUTENANT STEVEN TERRY OF THE 1ST REGIMENT. SPACE TASK FORCE. RISKEO HIS 
SHIP TO SAVE THE SURVIVORS OF A SPACE DISASTER. THE OPERATION WAS A 
SUCCESS. BUT A COURT OF INQUIRY HELD THAT THE RISK TO HIS SHIP HAD NOT 
BEEN JUSTIFIED. HE WAS TAKEN OFF ACTIVE SERVICE. IN HIS OFFICE HALF-WAY UP 
THE 100-STOREY EARTH SPACE CÖMMAND. STEVE WOULO HAVE GIVEN ANYTHING 
TO GET BACK INTO SPACE. COMMAND KNEW THIS. STEVE'S NAME WAS ON A 
SECRET LIST OF POTENTIAL LEADERS FOR SUÏCIDE MISSIONS AGAINST THE BRUTAL 
AND BARBARIC ASUR MEGATROOPS. WHO WERE HELL-BENT ON ELIMINATING 
EARTH'S INFLUENCE FROM THE GALAXY. THE ASUR HAD TO BE CONFRONTED AT THE 
STAR RIGEL. AND THE ONLY WAY TO GET THERE WAS BY THE RIGEL EXPRESS. 
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/THE ASUR HAVE ADVANCED T 
P RAPIDLY. A DELAYING ACTION 1 
WOUIDGIVEOUR RE-ARMAMENT 
0^ PROGRAMME A CHANCE J/Jf 


THE OUTER SPACE OBSERVATORY, MUIS 3 
7 ISRIGHTINTHEPATHOFTHE AUEN ^ 
J ADVANCE. WE COUID HOlD THEM UP J 
VjHERE. BUT IT WOUID BE A SUÏCIDE^ 
winzrznm mission 


ti; 











^J IF THERE IS A STAND AT THE 
OBSERVATOR* THE CHOICE OF THE 

RIGHTMAN ISVITAl. HERE'S Y 

AMY CHOICE—2640. .. STEVEN ) 
h|-fs7 TERRY. V — 












£/ PROCEED TO H.Q AT ONCE. ^ 
ClEARANCE TO OVERFIY THE CITY 


ANY SUMMONS FROM THE TOP 
MEANS TROUBtE THESE DAYS.‘' 




TERRY. THI5 IS THE ONLY CHANCE ) 
rvoim EVER GET OF A COMBAT 


>iv_ 

J I REAUSE THAT. 
WHEN DO IIEAVE? 


f YOUR SPACECREW WILl BE A NAVIGATOR. ) 
1 VIDOP ANDGUNNER PLUS A COMPANY J 
OF 100 SPACE MARINES. YOU’LL TRAVEL \ 
BY STELLAR TRAIN. YOU WILL FIGHT TO 4. 
THE LASTMAN WENEEO ALL THE TIME WE ) 
CAN GET. T--- 















Alt THE CREW ANO MARINES COME EROM 
^ MIUTARY PRISONS. THEY ARE hard 
A CASES ... DIFFICUIT TO CONTROL ) 


MENRY, SIR—NAVIGATOR. THEY'VE COMMANDEERED 
WW THE RIGEl EXPRESS FOR THIS MAONESS. TSSM 
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VIDOP BELIO. CAPTAIN 


GUNNERGEE. S»R 


DE5PERATE PERHAPS. \ 
LIEUTENANT, BUT NOT/ 


MADNESS. TAKEME TO 


THEOTHERS 























THE RIGEl EXPRESS IS JUST A 
TRANSPORT.. HARDlYANY 
1 WEAPONS OR ARMOUR. r 


/ A DESTABIUSER. ITEMITS ABEAMOF A 
J UNSTA61E PAR7ICIES. WHEN IT HITS A ^ 
f SOUD OBJECT. IT SETSOFP A VIBRATING ] 
REACTION—THE OISINTEGRATlON CAUSES 
—7 AN EXPANDING CIRCUtAR HOLE.W^ 


GEE HAS A DEVICE THAT SHOULD 
^ HELP. 
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3HIGHT $LQV/$TAï[T -ACTIVATE 
MAiN PR IVÉ COURSe GREÉN 070... 
BtllE 72 OhGFïÉÊS 


DBtFTEO SIOWIY CLEAR Of THE MAIlON, BEFORE ENGaONG SPAcÈwARP 







YOLÏRE MY SÊCOND IN COMMANO 
HENftY. SO I HAVE TO REiY ON YOU, 
veïYOÜ HAVE A SHOCKING RECORD 

FOR insubordjnation. *E*Ï 


DOn'T WORRYA&OUTMÉ EVEffY TIME I GOT INTO TROUBif IT 
WAS WITH AN OFFICER WHO TALKED ABQUT ACCEPTA&lE CaSUMHES, 
r WHO DIDnT care ABOüT thé 1NFANTRY in tw£ sub zero deserts ■ 
\OF PLUTO. OR THE BOIUNG GASES OF SATURN. VOL J BENT RUlES TQ 
7^^»RESCUEPÉOPlE , *. lil OBEY YOUR ORDERS. 


THE EXPRESS ACCELERAIED TOWARD THE DISTANT STAR, fiJGEt 






1? 



A TERfïAN 5TELLAR TRAINHHEY 

r MU ST BE MAD TO EXPQSE " 
PA5SENGERS IN OUR PATH" J 


SENSORS INDICATE «Sak'? 
JT'S ARME D—AND CAfiRYING TRQOPS 


ci ■ - 'p. 



Jf i fcj* - ,i ■*■ 1 

/, wl 
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JUPfTËflr ASUR SCOUT 
r 5HIP5- ON ^CAN ] 


THE FAST-MQWNG ASUR SCOUTSHJPS W£RE At MOST IMPOSSlBtE TO HTT 


pfT+! 






HIT AMIDSHIFS . . . DAJ 
HaTANDCASUAlTIES 


l'O UKE TO GET WlTHIN 
DESTABIUSER RANGE/ 


NO! DUST BOMBS AND FLARES 
DOWN THE DISPOSAI CHUTE 
PRONTO! 
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'VIT 1 --'. 


Of ENERGY SPREAD ITS PA™ 


a mind-JaRRingb\ nd 


STEVEN F AKE $MOKE DREW THE ALÏEN5 WfTHIN MRING RANGE 


* THEY'VE BOUGHT |T! 1Ü 
DESTAB1Ü5ER ACTIVaTÉ 









r AlfENS 100 PER CENT DESTROYED. 
CA5UALTY REPORT. SIR ... 80 DEAD! 


/ON TO THE OUTER SPACE 
OBSERVATORY. IT'S NOT FAR 
BEYOND THE ASTEROIDS. 
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ONCE ON BOARD 


l'M WATKINS. WHAT BRINGS 
-” ~-r7T YOU 


THE WAR ... WE HAVE TO HOLD UP THE ASUR. 


^_L IF WE U5E THIS TElESCOPE TO 

PRODUCE AN INTENSE BEAM OF LlGHT, 
WE CAN MAGNIFY THE DESTABIUSER'S 
EFFECT. 

















aftfr thf destruction of their spacecraft, the 

mOVED TOWARDS THE OBSE 


CIRCUIT RlGGED .. 
JUST AS WEU—TH 
r ASUR HAVE SENT 

brr visiTORs T*r 


IT WORKS AT SPEED OF LIGHT, 
AND FASTER THAN THEY CAN 
FIRE. 


OSING THREE SHlPS WON T STOP THE ASUR. 




















n-r*. 


WE DIDN t DELAY THEM LONG 


THEY'VE DETACHED A SH(P TO CHECK 
USOUT. THAT'S ALL WË a ftE WOPTH - 
ONE LOUSV 5HIP ma^mm 


WE CAN'TDEFENDTHiS 
m observatöry—tzi 




Px 
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VM)f 


OBSERVATORY SHATTEREO! 
THE TRAIN MUST HAVE BEEN 
-Z* OESTROYED. 


m;he moment they set foot on 

^THIS STATION -81AST THEM. 


ON BOARD THE ASUR VESSEt— 


,-1 SEND IN A 1 _„ 

PARTY TO MAKE OUITE SURE. 












1HÊ ASUR MEGATRQOPE3S MOVEO »N 


NO STGNSOF un 


CHARGE! 
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STOP them transmitting 


GETTO THE AIRlOCK 







WFVE GOT t he m 

T THE SHtP 15 OURS 


»> 












" ‘ThrOT 

* j ^ 'Vf ^ i* 1 . ■ 

, » h « r J _< ** 


THIS IS WHERE IT GCTS TOUGH —BIGNAt 
IBMW THE SENSOR STATION 


rrvl SENT A DISABLEDSK1P " 1 
MESSAGE, aNDCQNFIDENTIAI . 
INFORMATION F OH CQ MM ANDER 
ONlV, VBMBf 
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ON BOARD THE RIGEl EXPRESS— 


IM IN CONTACT WITMAN 
“3—T ASüR SHIP. S1R. Tgg 


REMEMBER. WE HAVE TO CAST OFF 
AND ACT FAST AND INDEPENDENTIY 
7Z. -W’OF THE SKIPPER. 


ON THE ASUR CRAFT 


JK OUR SHIP. VOITOR. H AS L ^ 
I kETURNED WITH CONFIDENTIAI 
INFORMATION MYCOMPUMENTS 

lto the captain, teil HIM I7*J 
yUjRI COMING ABOARD 


AN AIR PASSAGE WAS UNKED UP AND THE ADMlRAl WAIKED OVER 














wELCOSE A0OARD, SlBt 








ON THE PLANET OF ASUR 


f BlSMAUAH! AllSHIPSTO 
► SURROUND THE VOLTOR— 
SOMETHING HAS HAPPENED 


NOW WE GO STRAIGHT 
"T FOR IMPERIAl CITY! Tl 


IF ONIY WE CAN GET NEAR ENOUGH 

r l THE DESTABIUSER IS THE BEST J“ 
-T WEAPON. T-7> 


■ • 


\‘ 

% » (k 

>> 


/* - ^ 

■ » * 







aSURGROUNP troops raceo to protect the city 
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.‘Ar/V ^ ^ ■ 7 

MESSAGE TO ASUR FLEÈT J 
E HAVE THE ADMIRAI 

nTV'nW' 


> Alt SHIPS HOLD FIRE ] 
INFORM GENERAL STAFF 


r U NQT BE a PARTV ro SACRiFJClNG 
AN ADMIRAL, UNTIL WEVE TR1£D TO 

1 —-T negotjate t—— 














CARVinGuP THE city uke tuis 

SMOULD GIVE THEM A PRQBLÉM, 


ASuR C10SING IN THEY'Vt DEClDED 
TO ATTaCK DESPfTÈ THElfï ADMIRAL ' 















« ■ '«W 


THE CAPTUHED ASUR VES5EL ANDTHERIOEL EXPRESS SWEPT THE CITY WITH A 

deaoiyrainof FIBE- IM I H .^fi'i^KBaW!Wö«5a«a.v. • 






Ml I HIT A FIGHTER. BUT^H 
THE REST ARE BUNCHING FOR A 
* CONCENTRATED ATTACK. 


/ DIRECT HIT... USE I 
UFE SUPPORT SYSTEMS 











r BEILO. TEU HENRY VOlTOR IS 1 
DISABLÊD AND WE'U TRY TO 5ET 
DOWN IN SOME REMOTE SPOT. 


TAKF THE SHIP DOWN THERE 




HERE THEY COME 
7 HITTHEM HARD 
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THEY ARE A SUÏCIDE 
' SOU AD — UKE US.’ 












UP TO HENRY NOW. f,' 


[ THIS TIME IT'S THE END IT'S STRANGE 
THEY DON'T TRY TO PUIVERISE US WITH 
tpf GUAROSHIPS OR MISSHES. T7B 














* • Jm *. 


HENRY HAS SAVED US — BY DISOBEYING 
- -T ORDERS. ' 








r WE tl LAND AND i 
PICK YOU UP. STEVE 


NO .. . YOU'tt BE A SITTiNG DUOC 
LEAVE US AND ATTACK THE CITY., 


iV Vf 


I ENJOYED DOING THAT! 
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JAl jHAOES OF DIS! CEASE FIRE! 
WE'VE BEEN 5ITTING ON AN ARSENAl 












THE ONLY UNPROTECTED PEOPLE WERE THE ARSENAl STAFF 


THEN ONE OF THE ASlfR CRAFT MADE A BOMBING RUN 


I DON'T UKE THI5. MY GUESS IS 
■^BACTERIA THAT'Ll KlLC US 'M 
T^T IN5TANTLY 


CLOSE OUR SPACE HELMETS AND HOPE 
FOR THE BEST — GET INTO VOLTOR AND 
ZZZ USE ITS LIFE SUPPORT SYSTEM 'MÊÊ 
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1'VE GOT A FIX ON THEIR COMMUNICATION 
CENTRE IT COV.ES EROM A MIlE JP^ 
UNDERGROUND, STEVE. 


^A MUF UNDERGROUND* 
fcOMPUTF ANGIF OF ENTRY 





















MENRY AND HlS SQUAD HAVING IANDEO WERE MGHTING A DESPERATE BATTlE 


*{ STEVfc THE CONTROl CENTRE IS ) 

*f\ FINI5HED THATMEANSTHEIR 
COMMUNICATIONS ARE NQN EXISTENT. J 









: 'CÖUlD LAUSE HAVOC .. SWITCH OuF. 
GE AR TO ASUR FREOUENCY — USE A 
TRANSIATOR PACK AND ISSUE FAISE J 
3 | '■ A INSTRUCTIQNS. J -' ^ 


OUR MAIN DRIVE ISUNOPERATlONAt. 8UT 
^ SECONDARY DRIVE HAS 20% POWER. < 
THERE’S NOT ENOUGH FOR BIAST OFF 
WW BUT IT COULD GET A SCOUTSHIPJ- 4 

wa m ms BC airborne 







NEUTRON BIASTERS WERE 
HAND HELD AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS OF IMMENSE POWER 


YOU AND YOU... GET 
DOWN TO THE ARSENAL 
AND FIND AS MANY SMAll 
NEUTRON BIASTERS AS 


/( 








































































W PRIME THEM AND PLACE THEM V 
UNDER VOITOR'S BIAST SHIELD l'M 
GOING TO GE7 HENRY AND THE 
‘ OTHERS. MAKE SURE THOSE 
( BlASTERS are ALL PRIMED BY THE J 
@f TIME I RETURN. ^ 


WITH THAT DONE 






















# 

























TMC ONIY SAfE WAV BACK 1$ THE 
f WAV I CAMP. t-— 











GET AB'OARD VOLTOft. i VAGOlNG TQ 
ËLOWTHE AR5ENAL. IT'U CAU5E A LOT 

OF damagé. and if voltor s force 

t SCREENS HOID OUT, WÉ SHOULD BE t 
BLASTED CLEAROFTHIS PLANET S j 

t x GRAvnrv. «T7 


















(radiation at danger level. WE'Ve) 

TGOT TOGETOUTOF HERE—OR DIE. ƒ 

. \r - ~ - s , 

\ (WECAN'T WALKHOMEt ; V 




ciuuuyd/ luuincfjr^ct 



THOSE INTERCEPTORS ARE " BLIND 
FOR A FEW SECONDS AFTER THEY 
CUMB AWAY FROM THE 
KgRAVITATIONAL PULL ... M 





mm. ... IF I CAN GCT A LASERPOON IN ONE. I CAN J_ 

REEL MYSELF IN AND ENTER THROUGH THE EMERGENCY 
■PHHT-T HATCH. T- 


(l M COMING WITH YQU.) 



















THIS IS OUR ONLY CHANCE 





Hj y»v 


Tkvt5»x«T»ï1iTJ' 


^essh 















WE'VE GOTTOORT in 
BEFQRE tHEY SPOT U$ 


r WE'LL HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE 1 
AIPLOCK TOOPEN AND HOPE THE 
fr CREW DON T SPOT ANYTHfNG.. 1 
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YÉS...ITS ONIY PAIN 
LET'S PfCK UP THE REST 


^VJR SHlP 


NOEERtO 


.. SO IE EARTH HAS HELD OFF THE ASUR 
ATTACK, THE ASUR CRAFT MUST BE SHORT 
^ OF FUEL AND AMMUNITION. SOMEWHERE 
’ IS A DEPOT SHIP. DESTROY THAT AND 
THE ASUR ARE FINISHED. WE JUST 
ABOUT USED UP AU THEIR AMMUNITION 

-IN ONE GO. AND THEY MUST BE «r^ 

[^RELYING ON USING EARTH’S FUEL ) f 




COMPUTER GIVES A 90 PEfi CENT CHANCê 
> OF USPICKLNGUPA DEPOT SHfP IN * 
LECTOR SOL 9 . themoonsofpluto 


PLUTOn \S THEN 
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POWERED OBJECT ... MA$S 0.1 
... SPEED CAPABIUTY IATCH 9 
■-7 SUB RL 'MP'- 


THAT MUST BE IT 


SHADES OF DIS—LOOK AT IT 


HOW DO WE DESTROY IT? 


• ^■ 

5 1 


V» v .7^ 




'•'“ a " 
















( NO...SIR,. .IFWÉ T 
L£AVENÖWTHÊY p u 
f RUMBLE US AND WIPÊ ^ 
I OUT THE ONtY CHANCE J 
EARTHHAS. we stay and 

ïï TAKE OUR CHANCES.ET 
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r h ,T-\ 


thats that ... now for home 


irs a long walk 


THFRE'5 A FARM COLONY ON NEPTUNE 

r . THAT'S ONLV 1 ,000 MIUIOM MILES 
AWAY .. . AT TH 15 SPEED JT'LL QNIY ^ 
TAKE U5 FiVE VEARS TO REaCH IT ... 
NOBODÏ tSMONITORING US— WE ARE J 
6 £ 5UIQDE SQ UAD NOT EX FECTED TO J 
^IKef COME BACK, y.aagMO ^B 
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BUT fcVÉN AS iHf SUÏCIDE SQUAD SURVIVORS DRIFTED IN SPACE. AN EARTH SURV CV 
VESSEl IEFT NEPTUNE TO INVESTIGATE A SUDDEN AND INTENSE EXPlOSION IN 
THE RtGtON OF PLUTO ITS SOPHISTICATED MONITORING EQUIPmENT MISSED 
NOTHING. AND WITHIN HOURS IT WOULD PICK UP SiGNS OF HUMAN LIFE—, 

OEATH SOUAO WHO WOULD LIVE TO EIGHT ANOTHER DAY. 


Pr.nted and Published in Great Britain by D. C. THOMSON & CO.. ITD , 


T85 Fleei Street, landon EC4A 2HS, c,D C. THOMSON & CO.. LTD . \ 981. 
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DON’T MISS THIS MONTH'S 
OTHER ACTION-PACKED 

ADVENTURE 


.V . 


ON SALE 
AT YOUR 
NEWS- 
AGENTS 


> ’ •;%.*«•« • 
•«. y t i» 



In March 1978 olmost 17 years offer the first 
spaceflights by o Russian and American, o 
third nation entered the mon-in-space race. 
A Czechoslovakian pilot called Vladimir 
Remek, was launched by the Russians in Soyuz 
28, shown here on the launch pad. 


IN THE CONQUEST OF SP ACE 49 




















